A case of an intramural coronary artery associated with transposition of the great arteries.
One case of an intramural coronary artery in association with transposition of the great arteries is presented. A 16-month-old infant was admitted for the second-stage operation of complete transposition after a subclavian patch plasty for the aortic isthmus stenosis, division of the persisting arterial duct, and pulmonary artery banding had been performed in the first-stage operation soon after birth. The primarily planned arterial switch operation was, however, not performed because of an unusual coronary artery morphology and pattern--a separated origin of both coronary arteries from the posterior, "facing" sinus of Valsalva and an intramural course of the left anterior descending artery. This very rare case of coronary artery variation is presented from the surgical point of view.